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Tongue and Mouth Stud for Dispensing a Substance 

Background of the Invention 

1 . Field of the Invention 

The present invention pertains generally to ornamental jewelry 
inserted and worn by a person or animal after body piercing. More 
specifically, the present invention pertains to mouth and tongue studs, a 
type of ornamental jewelry comprised of a metal or plastic bar with 
removable balls at the ends that can be inserted into an artifically formed 
fistulous tract previously created in the mouth or tongue of the wearer. 
The present invention specifically improves upon the prior art mouth and 
tongue stud by providing a means for dispensing a substance such as 
chemicals, breath fresheners, pleasent flavors, or medications to the 
wearer. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 

Body piercing is a longstanding human tradition and for years many 
people have worn jewelry such as earrings that are inserted into an 
artificially created fistulous tract. In recent years, the popularity of 
other kinds of body pierced jewelry has grown to include nose rings, belly 
button rings, genital rings, and tongue studs. The typical tongue stud 
(600) as shown in Figure 11 consists of a simple solid bar (610), made of 
metal or plastic that attaches via male threads (612) to female threads 
(625) of recess (623) in solid ball (620) at each end of the tongue stud 
(600). Each solid ball (620) is also made of metal or plastic. The shape of 


page 2 


solid ball (620) is generally spherical although other shapes such as 
pyramids and square box shapes have been employed. Furthermore, the bar 
(610) may be straight, curved, or corkscrew in shape. When in use, the bar 
(610) rests in a fistulous tract (f) in the wearers tongue (T). It is noted 
that tongue studs may be mounted in other parts of the wearer's mouth 
such as the front lower lip. The bar (610) is held in place in the wearers 
tongue or in a wearer's lip by the solid balls (620). To place or remove the 
tongue stud (600), at least one of the solid balls (620) must be screwed 
off of the bar (610) so that the bar (610) may slide out of the fistulous 
tract (f). The main function of the prior art tongue stud is ornamentation. 
Another function of the prior art tongue stud is to enhance tactile 
stimulation during human sexual activities. 

Summary of the Invention 

It is a primary object of the present invention to overcome the 
limitations of the prior art tongue studs as previously described. 

It is a primary object of the present invention to provide an 
ornamental tongue stud that dispenses substances such as chemicals, 
breath fresheners, pleasant flavors, and/or medications to the wearer. 

It is a primary object of the present invention to provide a tongue 
stud for enhancing human.sexual activities and that dispenses substances 
such as chemicals, breath fresheners, pleasant flavors, and/or 
medications to the wearer. 

The specific feature of the present invention for achieving the desired 
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objectives is a means for dispensing a substance to the mouth, being the 
tongue and or sublingual regions, of the wearer during use. This means for 
dispensing a substance from the tongue stud is comprised of a cavity in 
either the bar, the balls, or both, and at least one hole in either the bar or 
at least one of the balls that is contiguous with the cavity so that a 
substance stored in the cavity may leech out of the cavity via the hole and 
into the wearers mouth. Clearly, the substance placed in the cavity may 
be solid or liquid and may comprise of a chemical, a breath freshener, a 
pleasant flavor, a medication, or any combination of these substances. 

Description of the Drawings of the Invention 

Figure 1 illustrates a cross sectional view of tongue stud (1) having 
the means for dispensing a substance formed within the central bar. 

Figure 2 illustrates a side view of the central bar of tongue stud (1). 

Figure 3 illustrates a side view of a central bar having slots in place 

as side openings. 

Figure 4 illustrates a cross sectional view of tongue stud (200) 
having the means for dispensing a substance formed within the hollow 
balls. 

Figure 5 illustrates a cross sectional view of tongue stud (300) 
having the means for dispensing a substance formed within a reservoir 
ball, a hollow ball, and the central bar. 

Figure 6 illustrates a side view of tongue stud (300) shown in Figure 

5. 

Figure 7 illustrates a side view of tongue stud (400) having the means 
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for dispensing a substance formed within two hollow balls and the central 
bar. 

Figure 8 illustrates a side view of tongue stud (700) having the means 
for dispensing a substance formed within two reservoir balls and the 
central bar. 

Figure 9 illustrates a cross sectional view of tongue stud (800) 
having the means for dispensing a substance formed within a reservoir 
ball, a hollow ball, and a central bar wherein the central bar has no side 
openings. 

Figure 10 illustrates a side view of the central bar having no side 
openings. 

Figure 1 1 illustrates a cross sectional view of the prior art tongue 
stud in place in a wearer's tongue. 

Description of the Preferred Invention and Embodiments 

Refering now to the drawings where like numerals indicate like parts, 
Figures 1 and 2 illustrates one embodiment of the invention, which is a 
tongue stud (1) comprising a central bar (10) and solid balls (620) wherein 
each of the solid balls (620) are attached to one of the ends of the central 
bar (10) by male threads (12) that screw into the female threads (625) of 
recess (623) in each ball (620). In this fashion, the novel tongue stud (1) 
is similar to the prior art tongue stud (600) and functions and is used in a 
similar manner. However, the novel tongue stud (1) has a means for 
dispensing a substance comprising a hollow core (15) having end openings 
(16) at either end of the central bar (10) and one or more side openings 
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(17) in the wall (11) of the central bar (10). This means for dispensing a 
substance permits a substance to be placed in the hollow core (1 5) so that 
the substance may be disolved over time by the wearer's saliva, thereby 
allowing the substance disolved in the wearer's saliva to flow from the 
hollow core (15) through the side openings (17) and into the wearer's 
mouth. It is noted that the substance can be in a solid crystalized form, a 
gel, a foam or in a tablet form, and may consist of a chemical, breath 
freshener, pleasant flavor, or a medication. If the substance to be 
dispensed is a liquid, then a foam insert (19) can be placed inside of the 
hollow core (15). The foam insert provides a means for retaining the 
liquid so that the liquid diffuses over time out of the hollow core (15) 
into the wearer's mouth. 

Figure 3 illustrates another embodiment of the invention wherein the 
tongue stud would utilize the central bar (100) that has slots (170) in 
side wall (110). The central bar (100) also has a hollow core (not shown) 
contiguous with end openings (160) and side slots (170) so that any 
substance placed into the hollow core can flow into the mouth of the 
wearer via the side slots (170). Central bar (100) has male threads (120) 
that can threadingly engage the female threads (625) of the solid balls 
(620). It is noted that one alternate tongue stud embodiment comprises of 
central bar (100) threadingly attached to two solid balls (620), with one 
solid ball (620) being attached to each end of central bar (100). 

Figure 4 illustrates yet another embodiment of the invention. In this 
embodiment, tongue stud (200) comprises of solid bar (610) that 
threadingly engages via male threads (612) to female threads (225) of 
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recess (223) of hollow balls (220). A hollow ball is threadingly attached 
to each end of solid bar (610). Each hollow ball (220) contains a central 
core (230) that is contiguous with the recess (223) and with at least one 
opening (250). In this embodiment a substance can be placed into the 
central core (230) of hollow ball (220) before the hollow ball (220) is 
threadingly engaged to the solid bar (610). Once the tongue stud (220) is 
placed into the wearer's mouth in the manner as described for the prior 
art tongue stud, then the substance in the central core (230) of the hollow 
balls (220) is free to dissolve in the wearer's saliva and flow from the 
central core (230) through the openings (250) into the wearer's mouth. It 
is noted that the substance can be in a solid crystalized form, a gel, a 
foam or in a tablet form, and may consist of a chemical, breath freshener, 
pleasant flavor, or a medication. If the substance to be dispensed is a 
liquid, then a foam insert can be placed inside of the central core (230) of 
each ball (220). The foam insert provides a means for retaining the liquid 
so that the liquid diffuses over time out of the central core (230) into the 
wearer's mouth. Furthermore, it is noted that each ball (220) could have 
only a single opening (250) or a plurality of openings (250), the number of 
openings (250) merely affecting the rate at which a substance can be 
dispensed from the tongue stud (200). 

Figures 5 and 6 illustrates yet another and prefered embodiment of 
the invention. In this embodiment, the tongue stud (300) consists of 
hollow ball (220) threadingly attached via female threads (225) to the 
male threads (12) at one end of central bar (10) and a hollow reservoir 
ball (320) is threadingly attached via female threads (325) of recess 


page 7 


(323) to the male threads (1 2) at the other end of central bar (10). In this 
embodiment, the reservoir cavity (330) of reservoir ball (320) provides a 
reservior in which a substance can be stored. When this tongue stud is in 
place in a wearers tongue or mouth, saliva from the wearer may enter side 
holes (17) and openings (250) to help dissolve any substance stored in the 
contiguous cavity comprising reservoir cavity (330), hollow core (15) and 
central core (230). Furthermore, this tongue stud may preferentially 
dispense the subtance stored in the contiguous cavity either above or 
below the tongue depending on the location of the hollow ball (220). 
Specifically, when the hollow ball (220) is positioned above the tongue, 
then the substance is preferentially dispensed above the tongue because 
the openings (250) are positioned above the tongue. Likewise, when the 
hollow ball (220) is positioned below the tongue, then the substance is 
preferentially dispensed below the tongue because the openings (250) are 
positioned below the tongue. It is noted that hollow ball (220) may have 
only one opening (250) or may have a plurality of openings (250), the 
number of openings (250) merely affecting the rate at which a substance 
can be dispensed from tongue stud (300). Lastly as in the previous 
embodiments, when the substance to be dispensed is a liquid, then a foam 
insert can be placed inside of the contiguous cavity of the tongue stud 
(300). The foam insert may be placed in the entire contiguous cavity or 
only in a portion of the contiguous cavity such as shown in Figure 5 by 
foam inserts (19) and (390). The foam insert provides a means for 
retaining the liquid so that the liquid diffuses over time out of the central 
core (230) into the wearer's mouth. 
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Figure 7 illustrates another embodiment of the invention. This tongue 
stud (400) comprises of hollow balls (220) threadingly attached at each 
end of central bar (10). This embodiment provides a means for quickly 
dispensing a substance contained within the tongue stud (400). It is noted 
that each hollow ball (220) could have only one opening (250) or a 
plurality of openings (250). It is also possible to construct the invention 
such that each hollow ball (220) has a different number of openings 
without diverging from the scope of the invention. 

Figure 8 illustrates another embodiment of the invention. This 
tongue stud (700) comprises of reservoir balls (320) threadingly attached 
at each end of central bar (10). This embodiment provides a means for 
slowly dispensing a substance contained within the tongue stud (700). 

Figures 9 and 10 illustrates another preferred embodiment of the 
invention. In this embodiment, the tongue stud (800) comprises of central 
bar (500) that has male threads (512) at each end and a hollow core (51 5) 
that is a hollow cavity having end openings (516) at each end of the 
central bar (500). It is noted that central bar (500) has a side wall (510) 
that has no side openings. At one end of central bar (500) a reservoir ball 
(320) is threadingly attached via female threads (325) of recess (323) to 
the male threads (512) of central bar (500). At the other end of central 
bar (500) a hollow ball (220) is threadingly attached via female threads 
(225) of recess (223) to the male threads (512) of central bar (500). In 
this embodiment, reservoir cavity (330), hollow core (515), and central 
core (230) form one large contiguous cavity that is capable of storing and 
dispensing a substance into a wearer's mouth via openings (250). Clearly, 
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this embodiment would preferentially dispense a substance contained 
within the large contiguous cavity from the hollow ball (220) which has 
one or more openings (250); therefore, when the tongue stud is in place in 
a wearer's tongue the substance would be preferentially dispensed above 
the tongue when the tongue stud is worn with the hollow ball (220) 
positioned above the tongue. Likewise, the substance would be 
preferentially dispensed below the tongue when the tongue stud is worn 
with the hollow ball (220) positioned below the tongue. It is noted that 
tongue stud (800) can be placed elsewhere in the mouth such as in a 
fistula formed in the wearer's lower lip. The tongue stud (800) would be 
positioned with the hollow ball (220) positioned inside the mouth so that 
the substance would be dispensed into the wearer's mouth without leaking 
the substance onto the outer lip. Lastly, it is noted that as in previous 
embodiments of the invention, a foam insert could be placed inside the 
large contiguous cavity when the substance to be dispensed is a liquid. 

It is noted that it is within the scope of the present invention to 
create other tongue stud embodiments by combining either central bar 
(10), central bar (100), central bar (500) or central bar (610) with any one 
of hollow ball (220), reservoir ball (320), or solid ball (620) attached to 
one end of the bar and with any one of hollow ball (220), reservoir ball 
(320), or solid ball (620) attached to the other end of the bar. The only 
permutation taught by the prior art is the combination of central bar (610) 
with two solid balls (620), but this is the prior art tongue stud which is 
not capable of dispensing a substance. Furthermore, it is noted that the 
present invention is not limited to the geometry illustrated. Clearly, the 
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bars may be curved or corkscrew in shape and the balls may be disk, block, 
or pyramid in shape without departing from the spirit of the invention. 

It is asserted that the tongue stud embodiments evinced herein in the 
drawings and the specification are merely illustrations of the preferred 
embodiments of the invention and its principal variations, and are not 
meant to be limiting or restrictive, the full spirit and scope of the 
invention being further defined by the appended claims. 


